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Dear Fellow Members of our Wonderful Miniature
Art Society,
I hope you are all on a high following our very
successful Annual Awards Exhibition at the Lady
Franklin Gallery. Everyone I spoke with praised
the high standard of the paintings and their
presentation. The latter was made possible by the
very kind assistance of Larri and Bart Hutchings,
who are not even members, but came to our
assistance at the eleventh hour. Bart made the
hanging boards; Larri painted them; and she also
kindly produced the labels for each painting. The
overall cost of the exhibition was close to even
with the aid of the raffle.
We are now truly international in our reach, with a
highly respected South African judge officiating
for last year’s exhibition. We had quality work
coming from overseas in addition to that received
from interstate. We have had good painting days in
Evandale and Hobart and also have a fully enrolled
workshop coming up in October.
The Society thrived despite Covid by holding its
Annual Awards Exhibition online last year. We
also learned to work smarter, Committee-wise, by
holding Zoom meetings, which makes attendance
much easier. However, despite recent success, how
much longer the Society continues is up to you. We
desperately need more members to serve on the
Committee in order to share the workload. Ruth
Bosveld has been a most excellent Secretary and
Newsletter Editor, as well as looking after the
Facebook page and various other bits and pieces,
particularly covering enquiries and organisation.
Ruth needs to step down from all these roles due to
the increased needs of her extended family. She
requested some relief after the death of her mother
in January and advised that she would no longer
serve on the Committee after the AGM.
If one or more people do not take on some of her

tasks at that time, WE WILL SIMPLY NOT
HAVE A FUNCTIONING COMMITTEE, putting
the future of the Society in doubt.
We must have strong succession planning and
broad commitment from members to continue.
Please urgently consider helping. This is
particularly relevant given our current success on a
range of fronts. We are coming up to our 30th
Anniversary and hope to have a reception at
Government House in 2022. We must have your
support and willingness to take on roles if we are to
continue. Use of Zoom means that distance is no
longer a bar to attending meetings. If you are
interested in contributing or assisting in some way,
I am happy to discuss the work of the Committee
with you.
Kind regards,
Joan

Inspiration in Miniature – our recent exhibition
at the Lady Franklin Gallery - By Barbara Etter
Having a much complimented and successful
exhibition at the Lady Franklin Gallery (LFG) has
encouraged us to invite others to consider trying
their hand at miniature painting. The following
information would be suitable to pass on to friends
and family who may be interested.
Miniatures (which must be less than 100 square
cm) can be very appealing to potential purchasers,
as they show a high degree of skill and don’t take
up too much space. Many of us (and presumably
appreciators of fine art) often struggle to find wall
space for our pieces. In contrast to most artwork,
there is always room for another Mini! Miniatures
also make ideal, postable gifts.
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Our Tasmanian Miniature Society is growing from
strength to strength. We are now attracting
international members and drew numerous
interstate entries to our recent Annual National
Awards Exhibition. This was held at the Lady
Franklin Gallery from 31 March to 25 April 2021.

Whilst the Society’s Patron, Her Excellency,
Professor, the Honourable Kate Warner AC,
Governor of Tasmania, was an apology for the
opening, she made a special visit to the Gallery for
a personal/private viewing on Sunday, 18 April
2021.

COVID-19 did not hold us back in 2020, as we
held our first online exhibition, Small and
Precious, with Gini Harris from South Africa
acting as judge.

The People’s Choice award was won by Janet
Matthews from Victoria, an internationally
recognised wildlife artist with her coloured pencil
painting, Shh! Don't fidget - Tawny Frogmouths.
Well done, Janet!

We were delighted to have Colour Circle President,
Lindy Whitton, along with fellow local artist,
Elizabeth Hunn, officiating as the judges of our
recent physical exhibition, entitled Inspiration in
Miniature. The exhibition of 83 pieces in various
media was opened by Ms Belinda Jefferies,
President of Hobart Rotary. There was a pleasing
number of sales (over 25%), which is always
reassuring for us as artists (enabling us to buy even
more art supplies!).
Barbara Etter was presented with the Annual
Founder’s Award by Society Founder, Bernadette
Connor OAM, for a consistently high standard of
work at the 2021 exhibition and a significant
contribution to the work of the Society.
The Art Society of Tasmania was also wonderful in
its support of the event in the way their volunteers
conducted the professional hanging and display of
our pieces. Their assistance at the opening event
and providing sitter support was also appreciated.

Her Excellency, Professor, the
Honourable Kate Warner AC,
Governor of Tasmania, made a
special visit to see our exhibition,
Inspiration in Miniature.
Pictured in the Lady Franklin
Gallery with our Patron are
Sandra Cumming, Joan Humble
OAM, Barbara Etter, Robyn
Fletcher and Mr Warner.

Ingrid Walpole was successful in winning the
raffle, which included a hamper of goodies, a bottle
of wine donated by Larri Hutchings and a painting
donated by Society member, Malcolm Bartsch,
from South Australia.
Please tell your friends, who might be interested,
that the Society has regular painting days, a very
informative newsletter and an annual professional
development workshop. The venue for events
varies, so as to cater for members throughout the
State. The Society also has a range of members
who are more than happy to mentor and assist you
with painting Mini’s. The next workshop, which is
in October in Hobart, is on painting water and
seascapes. This will be tutored by Society
President, Joan Humble OAM.
The Society encourages and welcomes new
members. More information and a membership
application form can be found on our website at
www.asmatas.org.au.
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Annual National Awards Exhibition 2021
INSPIRATION IN MINIATURE
At the Lady Franklin Gallery,
31st March - 25th April
Judges: Lindy Whitton and Elizabeth Hunn.
AWARDS LIST
BEST OF SHOW
No 57 In the Gloaming Mary Serfass ink/
coloured pencil/23k gold leaf
Judges’ comments: An intimate and intriguing
painting that embodied all that a great miniature
should be. The restrained colour palette and fine
detail evoked the tangled, untamed wilderness
with the gold leaf accents evocative of insects
illuminating the painting. The two layers of offset
circles draw the viewer in creating a window into
the wilderness. An exquisite jewel offset by very
sympathetic framing and presentation.

Category 1: Maritime and Inland Waterways
GOLD: No 46 Before the Storm Wendy Line
Oil
Judges’ Comments: The composition is excellent
creating a painting full of energy and movement.
Skilful use of a fresh, contemporary colour palette.
The handling of the water and wet sand is
particularly well done.

landscape.

Category 3: Portraits and figures (animals and
people)
GOLD: This was a tied award as the judges were
unable to separate the two winning paintings
No 16 Sweet Bunny Barbara Etter Pastels
Judges’ comments: Beautiful use of greyed colours
with a subtle background that sets off the main
subject perfectly. Excellent control of the pastels .
A wonderful example of how good framing and
presentation can really unify the entire picture.
No 50 Shh! Don’t Fidget – Tawny Frogmouths
Janet Matthews Pencil
Judges’ comments: A whimsical subject handled
with great sensitivity and showcasing a mastery of
the pencil in the details of the feathers and nest.
The limited palette supports the subject perfectly.
SILVER: No 59 On the Dunes With Dad
Madeleine Szymanski Watercolour on Ivorine
Judges’ comments: Very atmospheric painting .
Beautiful detail in the faces. An interesting
composition.
BRONZE: No 74 Just Sitting - Koala Julie
Wickham Scratchboard
Judges’ comments: Excellent composition and
presentation. Skilful use of the medium.

SILVER: No 43 My Little Island Michaela Laurie
Mixed Media
Judges’ comments: A deceptively simple piece that
goes beyond mere illustration. Excellent technique
and imaginative composition.

Category 4: Still Life, Florals, Abstracts
GOLD: No 78 Eve of Destruction Marion
Winter Oil

BRONZE: No 32 Tasman Bridge Judith Harris
Watercolour and pencil
Comments “A painting that gives a lovely feeling
of calm and special places. Lovely use of colours”

Judges’ comments: Wonderfully imaginative
subject using a contemporary colour palette very
sensitive to the concept. Presentation using a
round frame enhances the painting creating an
artwork that draws the eye.

Category 2: Landscapes (including buildings)
GOLD: No 34 Cradle Mountain Joan Humble
OAM Oil

SILVER: No 45 Blossom Penny Levett
Scratchboard
Judges’ comments: Simple and very effective use
of a single colour with the scratchboard .
Dramatic work that really catches the eye.

Judges’ comments: Excellent mastery of medium
and technique. The clouds lend an ethereal beauty
to the scene.

SILVER: No 71 Quamby Bluff Bill Watson Oil
on polymin
Judges’ comments: Good use of colour and light in
the foreground to describe this wonderful

BRONZE: No 23 Pink Flowering Gum Sue
Fricker Watercolour
Judges’ comments: Delicate use of colour,
beautiful shine on the gumnut.
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Highly Commended: No 17 Datura Robyn
Fletcher Watercolour
Judges’ comments: Excellent technical ability.

Images from the Exhibition

Category 5: Mini-miniatures
GOLD: No 62 Du Vine Vineyard – France Ingrid
Walpole Oil on Ivory
Judges’ comments: Astonishing detail in such a
small format. Technically excellent with controlled
application of paint. A good use of colour to create
a winning sense of light on the landscape
SILVER: No 4 Freycinet from Kelvedon Beach
Ruth Bosveld Gouache
Judges’ comments: Good composition and the
introduction of the sheep in the foreground add
depth and interest to the painting.
Category 6: Small Pieces
GOLD: No 27 Along the Huon River 2 Terrence
Gough OAM Watercolour
Judges’ comments: Confident and restrained use
of line and washes show mastery of the medium.
The treatment of the trees is especially interesting
and effective. The limited colour palette adds to
the mood.
SILVER: No 41 Old Forest –Tahune Margret
Jackson Oil
Judges’ comments: Excellent use of greens to
create the feeling of a lush, quiet rainforest.

Our opening was held outside, as per current
regulations. It was a perfect, mild evening.

Society Founder,
Bernadette Connor
OAM, presented
Past President Barbara Etter with the
Founder’s Award
for Service to the
Society and a consistently high standard of work.

Belinda Jefferies, President of Rotary Hobart, presented Judith Harris with her medal and certificate.

In the Gloaming by international member Mary
Serfass won the Best of Show medal.
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Category 1: Maritime and Inland Waterways
GOLD: No 46 Before the Storm Wendy Line
Oil

No 50 Shh! Don’t Fidget – Tawny Frogmouths
Janet Matthews Pencil

Category 4: Still Life, Florals, Abstracts
GOLD: No 78 Eve of Destruction Marion
Winter Oil
Category 2: Landscapes (including buildings)
GOLD: No 34 Cradle Mountain Joan Humble
OAM Oil

Category 3: Portraits and figures (animals and
people)
GOLD: This was a tied award as the judges were
unable to separate the two winning paintings.

Category 5: Mini-miniatures
GOLD: No 62 Du Vine Vineyard – France Ingrid
Walpole Oil on Ivory

No 16 Sweet Bunny Barbara Etter Pastels

Category 6: Small
Pieces
GOLD: No 27 Along
the Huon River 2
Terrence Gough OAM
Watercolour
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Ruth Bosveld - Miniature Achievements

Joan Humble OAM’s solo exhibition

Ruth has been investigating opportunities to
exhibit her miniatures beyond the Society and its
sister Societies. This year, she entered the Sydney
Royal Easter Show and achieved first place in
miniatures with a piano key painting - Where
Eagles Dare – the View Looking North from Collins
Cap.

Society President, Joan Humble OAM, recently
held a very successful solo exhibition at Huon Art
in Cygnet in honour of her eighty-third birthday.

Joan’s exhibition included both miniatures and
larger pieces. The following are the editor’s
favourites.

For anyone interested in sending work to the
Show, the schedule is available late in the year,
with entries closing toward the end of January.
Ruth also achieved first in miniatures at the Mitta
Valley Art and Photography Show in Victoria, with
an oil on polymin miniature, The Barrel Racer.

Pastoral Idyll under Mount Roland
Oil on board
Image 45cm H x 60cm W
Frame 64cm H x 79cm W

To be involved next year, email Cynthia Stuart on
cynthia.stuart593@gmail.com
Narcissus River
Oil on board
Image 61cm H x122cm W
Frame 80cm H x 141cm W
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Dates to Remember

With this Newsletter

AGM and Painting Day
Colour Circle, 555 Nelson Rd, Mt Nelson
Saturday, 14th August, 10:30am-3:30pm
No charge.
Workshop with Joan Humble OAM
Seascapes and Water in all its Forms
8/9 October, 2021
In the Taroona Community Hall.
Contact Joan to be put on the waiting list as this
workshop is fully booked.
Painting Day
Briar Lane, 35 Collins St, Evandale
Saturday, 20th November, 10:30am-3:30pm

The Society’s Annual Calendar
It’s that time of the year again when we need to
be preparing paintings for our major annual
fundraiser, the ASMA Calendar. John Humble has
kindly offered to coordinate the calendar printing
and distribution again. John would appreciate it if
you would provide him with your paintings for
scanning (if you can’t take a suitable photograph
and email him the image) by Tuesday, 31st August.
To purchase, John will need your order forms no
later than Friday, 10th September. Payment
information is included on the form.
As usual, the paintings are to be in a 60x90mm
portrait format.
The calendars are an attractive desk format and
make excellent gifts, promoting the Society and
helping us provide you with subsidised benefits.
All being well, John hopes to have the calendars
available by the workshop on 8/9 October.

Julie’s class
will be on
painting little
birds in pastel
on suede mat
board.

With this newsletter, you will receive a number of
additions.
For those who receive the newsletter by email:

A cover email including a Jotform link to
Renew your Membership for the next calendar year. Please note that if you would
prefer an actual form, Julie will be very
happy to supply you with one.

Posted Nomination forms - to be part of
the Committee managing the Society and
also to serve on the executive.

Posted Calendar order forms

Posted AGM Agenda
For those who receive the newsletter by post:

Newsletter

Membership Renewal form

Committee Nomination form

Calendar order form

AGM Agenda
Upcoming Classes by Members
Our Treasurer, Julie Wickham, is offering a one
day class to be held in Deloraine on Saturday, 7th
August. Aimed at all levels, using pastels, paint
two fairy wrens.
Contact Art as Mania by email on
contact@artasmania.com.au
or by phone on 0488 127 315
More information is available at
http://www.creativelybelle.com/
artistinresidencetrailtasmania/artist-in-residencetrail-tasmania-workshops/
Barbara’s acrylic pour
Past president,
painting from the “small
Barbara Etter, is also paintings” section of our
offering a class
exhibition.
through Kickstart Arts
in Newtown. This will
be a four hour workshop on Saturday,
14th August 2021,
entitled “Acrylic Pouring”. Check out the
Creative Exchange
Program for Winter
for Kickstart Arts on
their website (soon to
be posted).
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Proposed changes to the Constitution
Our Society’s Constitution was originally copied
from another organisation’s. Over time, there have
been a number of changes agreed to at Annual
General Meetings. Some of these changes have not
been consistently applied throughout the document.
Also, with the advent of digital means of paying
fees and meeting for Committee meetings, there
are a number of additions required to state that
these are acceptable.
There follows a summary of the changes that the
Committee has agreed to with regard to the
Constitution. These must be voted on and agreed to
at the AGM in order for them to come into effect.






Simplify membership levels by
removing “Friend” membership and
retain “Associate” membership to
cover both former categories – will
require a consideration of the annual
fee, which is different.
Allow for Associate members to serve
on the Committee with the proviso
that the Committee consists of a
majority of Exhibiting Members.
Remove the mention of “Remote”
members which crops up at random.
Remove honorary membership
category
The membership levels have been
changed over time but the descriptions
have not been carried through the
Constitution – this has been addressed.
Note under section 8 that we are
supposed to keep a record of when
people joined the Society. This has
been removed.
Records may be kept digitally. This
includes minutes, the membership
register and past newsletters.
In 7.7 change “shall ipso facto” to “by
that act” to make it more
understandable.
Remove the reference to a “Special”
General Meeting. This leaves General
Meetings and Annual General
Meetings.
Allow for internet based meetings.
Normal decisions of the committee are
by simple majority.

Painting day
at Briar Lane,
Evandale - a
lovely,
relaxed time
together.

(A fully “marked up” copy of the Constitution with
the changes is available on the Society website:
http://asmatas.org.au/wordpress/)


Mention electronic means of contact,
meetings, and payment.

Images supplied by Ruth Bosveld, Barbara Etter,
Joan Humble, Julie Wickham, Wendy Line, Barbara Etter and Jeff Bester.

